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- The Houston Police
Department  (HPD) s
reassigning Captain Ellen
of the North Division and
16 other captains. With
this  change, Sergeant
Frank Escobedo will take
charge of the Near North
Storefront on 43rd St
along with four other
storefronts in the North
Division.

PROTECTING YOUR PROP-
ERTY - Our local police
officers at the Near North
Storefront tell us that they
continue to investigate
cases where citizens are
being followed home after
going to the bank, grocery
store, or pawn shop. The
criminals either rob the
individual or break into
their car to steal money or
merchandise left inside. Be
aware of your surround-
ings. If you suspect you
might be followed, do not
drive home. Go to a police
station, fire station, or busi-
ness where there are a lot of
people around. Do not

BY CHUCK BLESENER

leave money, a purse, a
computer or valuables in
your vehicle, especially in
plain sight. And beware of
placing valuables in the
trunk of car. There have
been several instances
where women have parked
their car at a city park or a
store and placed their
purse in the trunk or rear
of the vehicle, only to have
the burglarized

soon after they left. Crimi-

vehicle

nals are always watching.
Do not be this obvious.
Either take only what you
need and leave the purse at
home or put the purse in
the trunk before you leave
home.

STORE SECURITY - The
management of the Kroger
Store on 43rd Street has
been asked on several occa-
sions to increase security,
both in the store and in the
parking lot, but have only
given excuses as to why
they can’t or won't hire
and
off-duty police ofhicers.

armed licensed

Some of our adjoining

\1ll7.
=

neighborhoods
asked residents to stop
shopping at this store

have

until they take the secu-
rity and safety of their
customers seriously. Each
family must decide for
themselves how to handle
this problem, but if you
are  concerned about
store security, you should
let the local managers
know and if you are
taking  your

elsewhere and why. You

business

may also write or call
Kroger Corporate Head-
quarters to report your
concerns:

The Kroger Company
1014 Vine Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
513-762-4000

- HPD has started a crack-
down on illegal gambling
in our area. A gambling
ring operating out of the
Shell Station at 43rd &
Ella was recently targeted.
The North Division has
received overtime money
to crack down on illegal
operations of the gambling
known  as

HPD is

asking citizens to report

machines
“eight-liners”.

locations that may be oper-
these  machines

Eight-liner

ating

illegally.
machines are legal only if
the three
required  permits and
winners receive merchan-

they  have

dise, not cash, beer or
cigarettes as prizes.

HoeyR Promsine, e,

Owner 3rd Generation Plumber

Chuck Hogue
President

713-895-8733

Houston, Texas 77292-4734

P.O. Box 924734




[ SPP Clubs

ﬂ Plaza Moms Seek
“Grandmothers” for

Adoption Plaza Moms is spon-
soring an “Adopt a Grandparent”
Program for “senior” ladies in Shep-
herd Park Plaza and Candlelight Plaza.
Interested Plaza Moms and their
families want to spend a little friendly
time with older ladies in the
neighborhood—offering  friendship,
connection and neighborly support.
We are asking women to make a
one-year commitment to the
program and their adoptive family,
and there are over 20 Plaza Moms
families who want to adopt! We need
seniors!

If you are a single female in SPP or CP,
age 65 or over, and are interested in
a new social relationship with a:
young family, please contact Eileen
Hartman at 713-305-5036 or Lynn :
Myers at /713-682-5711. If you have
questions before committing, please :
give us a call and we'll be happy to tell :
you more.

1
J

our children and families the benefits
of neighborhood friends. :

Our monthly meetings are casual, :
social gatherings where guest speak- :
ers often discuss topics of interest :
(elementary school programs, art:
appreciation, etc.). Plaza Moms also
hosts several fun-filled events for our :
neighborhood children each vyear:
including Breakfast with Santa, an :
Easter Egg Hunt, Fourth of July:
Parade, Summer Swim Party, and a :
Fall Event. If you are interested in :
learning more about the group or:
becoming a member, please contact :
Lynn Myers at 713-682-5711 for:
more information or come to our :
next meeting! :

Garden Club Officers
: Elected The Shepherd Park Plaza
¢ Garden Club elected officers for the
: coming year at their April |4 meeting.
: New leaders include Shirley Barrett,
: president; Carol Jean Hebert, first

 vice president; Lydia Ochoa, second

Plaza Moms to Meet:

May 19 Plaza Moms will meet on
Monday, May 19 at the home of :
Jennifer Brown, 1053 Candlelight. :
With July 4th just around the corner, :
plans are already underway for our :
annual parade and party. Look for :
details next month!

Over the years, Plaza Moms has
evolved to meet changing needs, but
our original purpose has remained
the same--to support neighborhood
mothers. Created to serve the needs
of mothers in Shepherd Park Plaza :
and Candlelight Plaza, the group was
formed so that we may enjoy the :
support, camaraderie, and friendship :
of other mothers in our neighborhood, :

: The

: vice president; and Alice Bongers,
. treasurer. The

club’'s installation
banquet will be held at Steak & Ale
onMay |2 at 7 pm.

: April's meeting, hosted by Kaylen
: Young, also featured a presentation
: by Mike Lowery of Another Place in
: Time nursery about shade plants and
: ferns. The 25 members in attendance

enjoyed a great program and several

went home with a wonderful door
: prize. Robin McClure was awarded
¢ Yard of the Month.

SPP  Garden Club meets
monthly and also plans various

: outings during the year. All interested

neighborhood gardeners are invited.

Out for Spring The Shepherd

: Park Plaza Mens Group met for lunch

on April 10 at Tia Maria’s. There was a
lively discussion on neighborhood
topics of interest. The group then
traveled by bus to Galveston on April
28 for a fun outing with their wives.

The SPP Mens Group is open to all
reasonably well-behaved men of SPP
of any age.You must be 50 or older
to ride a Harris County bus on the
Group’s trips. The group doesn't plan
things too far in advance, but they
always gather for lunch somewhere
in the area on the second Thursday
of the month.To find out how you
can join the fun, call Chuck Blesener

tat 713-683-9945 or August Galiano

at /13-682-0920.

APRIL

Yards of the Month

Section 1:
GREGORY SIMONS
955 CHAMBOARD

Section 2:

NICcOLOZA & CHARLES
GURROLA

4602 CHANTILLY CIRCLE

Section 3:
Jo GUFFEY
1102 CHESHIRE

Section 4:
PoLLY & DALE WILHELM
1103 CANDLELIGHT




Volunteer Spotlight

- Longtime SPP resident Fran Marino
is a busy lady these days. Fran has
volunteered for 30 years with the :
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, !
is currently serving on the :
Bar-B-Q Cookoff committee. She is :
one of about 19,000 volunteers that :
the Houston Livestock Show and :
Rodeo depends on each vear to help
put on this spectacular event. This :
year Fran's duties involved about ! - Bjll, Jill & Alex Scheel spent spring :
break in Florida enjoying Astros spring
: training along with other attractions. Alex :

raises millions of dollars for youth : was“trainer for a day" at Discovery Cove, :

scholarship and education programs where he got to have some real one- :

and could not be the success it is i on-one time with the park’s dolphins.

and

three full days a week for almost four :
weeks. The Houston Livestock Show :

Swimming with Dolphins

Wedding Road Trip :
- Did anybody see that van full of§
Martin Street residents that traveled to :
Dallas to attend the wedding of Mar- :
garet Ochoa and Erich Kirk in Febru- :
ary! They had a great time and were
excited to celebrate such a special day :
with Jay and Lydia Ochoa. :

: Congratulations, Graduate!
-Jessica Young is graduating this month

from Texas A & M (A-Whoop!) with a
BBA in Finance and has accepted a
position with Fisher Investments in San
Francisco, California. Parents Jon &
Kaylen Young are certainly proud of

: Jessica's achievements and can't wait to

today without volunteers like Fran. i e, . make a trip to San Fran-

Once the rodeo is over
Fran went back to her regu-
lar volunteer duties with the
Ronald McDonald House
and her full-time job as a
real estate agent for Keller
Williams.Way to go. Fran!

around the
neighborhood

by Monica Krause & Romi Sandel

Spring Break Fun! -
The  Opila,
Wilhelm

dorfs,
residents,

Garden

time was had by all!

(Left to right) Garrett Nondorf, Megan Rogers, Michael Rogers, Katie Opila,

: Matthew Walker, Van Wilhelm, Daniel Nondorf, Katherine Nondorf, Emily
: Walker, Meredith Walker, Anna Beth Wilhelm, and (seated) Keaton Opila.

Share Your News -

Please share information regarding this year’s high school or
college graduates, and pass along information about
residents that volunteer on a regular basis, so that we can
consider spotlighting them in the future. If you have any
neighborhood news of note, please let us know by emailing

pulse@shepherdparkplaza.com.

: cisco to visit!

Passings
- Condolences to Don
and Cindi Phelps and son

: Chris on the loss of
: Cindy's father  Frank
* Chavez. Cindi is a SPP

¢ Garden Club member and serves as

Rogers, . historian for the group. She is also a
and Walker :
families spent spring break : as patrol hours chairman until recently.
in Cozumel at El Cozu- Our sympathy to Ray and Lynnette

meleno Resort. The Non- : g, 13 and family on the death of her

Oaks father Ray Burling at the age of 96.In

joined  them : 4o early vears, Ray owned and oper-

when their cruise ship : ;o4 SJ. Burling Hardware, a family

came to Cozumel. A great business that opened in
: Washington Avenue and Shepherd. He

lived in the Heights all his life.

Citizens Patrol member and has served

1890 on

Austin and Connor Bartula spent their spring brea|<
. on Galveston Island fishing and enjoying the beach.

They both attend Oak Forest Elementary.




Checking in with eur Deputy Constable |

BY BILL SCHEEL, PROGRAM COORDINATOR

‘TIS THE SEASON -

I know, you were expecting a Christmas Carol. Actually, :
summer is coming and that means yard work and unattended :
lawn equipment and open garage doors. I cannot tell you the :
number of times that we have advised our neighbors to keepan

¢ 1. Get into your home; distract you with a “home repair” estimate while a

eye on their lawnmowers. Please don’t leave equipment in the : (ymrade goes through your things. The target is usually small items of value

front yard while you run inside to grab a quick drink of water : sych as jewelry.

or answer the phone. It takes a thief about 30 seconds to grab _ _ , _
© 2. Get you to sign a repair contract, obtain a down payment or deposit, start

© work, and then disappear.
do not leave your garage door open and unattended. We all PP

have a habit of starting out in the front yard and then moving :3.Toavoid these folks, never, never, never, let anyone into your home that you

to the back to finish up. When you move your lawn operations i do not know. Never sign a contract for repairs with anyone that you have not
) : checked out.

to the back yard, be sure and close your garage door. Remem- !

ber, it only takes 30 seconds, half a minute, for a thief to getin : 4. Ask your neighbors with whom they have done business. Referrals are a

: great way to check out home repair firms, roofers, remodelers, etc.

your mower and be gone. Also, when you are doing yard work,

and out of your garage with your goods.

SUMMERTIME — SUMMERSCAM -

The warmer weather also brings out the home repair scams.
These thieves try to get as much of your money as they can
and then run. They may seem legit, but their methods are to:

SOLICITORS - Deputy Hillman has answered several calls in the past month about door-to-door solicitors. He has
removed several unregistered solicitors from the neighborhood. If someone comes to your door and is legitimate, they should
have a picture ID badge. City ordinance requires solicitors to register with the City and have a picture ID. Okay, why is this
important? Once again, thieves like to pose as legitimate business people. They will come to the door, ring the bell, and if

there is no answer, they will try the door. Use your peep hole. If there is someone at your door that you don’t know or don’t
want to do business with, just tell them through the door that you are not interested. Don’t open the door — and for good-

ness sake, keep your doors locked!

Please remember to contact Constable Dispatch is you see anything suspicious. Deputy Hillman does not mind answering
your calls even if it turns out to be nothing. Better safe than sorry! You should also report any crime to both Constable

Dispatch & HPD so that both agencies have complete crime date for our neighborhood.

MILES PATROLLED 737 MARCH
CITIZEN CONTACTS . .. 42
DISPATCHED CALLS ... .6
DISTURBANCES . . ... .. 1
VACATION WATCH . ... 31
SUSPICIOUS PERSON

VEHICLE . .. ... ... 4
REPORTS . . . ... ... .. 1 :¥ﬁ
PARK CHECKS . . .. .. 41 . .
Misc CALLS . . ... ... 76 %
ToTAL CALLS . . ... 166
TRAFFIC
VERBAL/ WRITTEN WARNINGS . . . . 1
CITATIONS . . ...t o)

SERaCES INC TECL Z3784

el HEIGHTS ELECTRIC

Residential &« Commercial

35 Years Experience

Call: (713) 861-5555

emall cwhebert@yahoo.com
Fat Hebert Charles Hebert

LEANN SALMONS, CLHMS
Broker Associate
Isalmons@marthaturner.com

Lifetime Shepherd Park Plaza Resident
SPP Moms Club Member
Area Specialist

o mmm Call me for a Free
GHRISLILS Expert Home or

LEADING REAL ESTATE PROPERTIES Market Evaluation!

COMPANIES o/ THE WORLD

832868 9453 Cell
713 558 3385 Direct

CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE AWARD WINNER




HARD AT WORK: Our volunteer
patrollers kept a watchful eye on SPP in
March—thanks for their continued
commitment and effort to keeping
their neighborhood safe! Patrollers in
attendance were also thanked with a
free meal at the Spring Fling in March.
If you are interested in joining the SPP
Citizens Patrol, you can find an applica-
tion at www.shepherdparkplaza.com or

call Tom Caver, new program coordi-

nator, at 713-686-1917 for details.

[ SPP CITIZENS PATROL ]

SECTIONS
PATROL HOURS | ) 3 4 Total
Auto Patrol 3 23 9 29 64
Walk/Bike Patrol 95 215 0 25.75 56.75
Total Patrol 12.5 445 9 54.75 120.75
Base Station Patrol 0 51 0 0 51
Total Hours 12.5 95.5 9 54.75 171.75

Our $10 winners for March were Jose Carranza, Jim Kelly, Robert Mullins,
and Ernest Gessner. Attention Patrollers: To be eligible for monthly prizes, please
report your hours to Robin McClung az 1178 Curtin by the Sth of each month

Recycling Helps SPP Go Green!

In 2007, Shepherd Park Plaza was recognized as one of only four citywide winners of a $5,000 grant from the Go
Green Houston Recycling Program. Thanks to our residents, we weighed in with the most commingled recycling
material and garnered this prestigious honor: So, what have we done with the $5,000?

The SPP Civic Club board authorized Monica Krause to spearhead an effort to secure these funds for the improve-
ment of our neighborhood entrance beds. Because our entrance beds are on City of Houston property, this project
met the award criteria as a public beautification project. Of course, getting money from the government is easier said
than done. Monica has worked for close to a year making phone calls, filling out paperwork, obtaining project plans
and contractor bids. Luxury Lawns was the winning bidder, presenting the plan that best met the neighborhood's

objectives and the city's require-

ments.

—% SPP NEICEHBOR OF THIE MONTH %—

It is wonderful to have the opportunity to draw the neighborhood’s attention to
the best neighbors anyone could ever dream of—Roy and Margarita Ramos.

We know that the 1000 block of Thornton is well guarded when any one of us
is away. Margarita keeps a keen eye on things and does not hesitate to investi-
gate suspicious activity. She is also a wonderful and giving neighbor who always

has her neighbors on her mind.

Roy has personally come to my rescue on a number of occasions. When | took
on the task to wrap my very large front yard tree with Christmas lights, Roy got
out his ladder and volunteered to help. He has helped me repair my washing
machine, lift my extremely heavy solid oak table into my house, and a host of

other, wonderful neighborly things.

The Ramos’ are neighbors of the century, but it will be great to see them

deemed neighbors of the month.

Sincerely,

Tathan € Ondica Allen

By the time this issue goes to press,
we anticipate that work will have
begun on the project. So if you
notice more pleasing entrance
beds, thanks go to the City of
Houston, Monica Krause and youl
Keep on recycling

Welcome New Neighbors!

Section 4:
Paul Leitner
1062 Richelieu

If you have moved into the neigh-
borhood recently and have not yet
been greeted, please contact Eileen
Hartman at 713-305-5036 or
eileen@hartmanassociates.com.
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SHEPHERD PARK PLAZA Clvic CLUB
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HOUSTON, TX 77206
WWW.SHEPHERDPARKPLAZA.COM

WATER LINE
REPLACEMENT UPDATE

Will Dabney in Councilmem-
ber Toni Lawrence's office
confirmed that the bids for the
city's planned water line
replacement in our neighbor-
hood were scheduled to be let
on April 10,2008. Construction
normally begins one to three
months after bids are let. The
water line project is anticipated
to begin until in July 2008 when
the city's 2009 fiscal year begins.
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YOU'RE IN "STABLE HANDS" WITH FRAN
FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS

FRAN MARINO

REALTOR

Keller Williams Realty
Metropolitan

SPP RESIDENT SINCE 1981
SPP GARDEN CLUB MEMBER
713.530.5330 cell
713.589.6822 e-fax

fran@franmarino.com
www.franmarino.com

. Whats Happening Areund Hoeusten?
: see calendar insert m

This month, you can head south for the 34th Annual

. Galveston Historic Homes Tour on May 3, 4, 10 and |1,

: 2008, sponsored by the Galveston Historical Foundation

(GHF). Every vear, to showcase the continuing success of

: the city's revitalization efforts, GHF opens a diverse collec-
tion of restored homes and other buildings to the public
: during the first two weekends in May. This year, nine homes
will be open for tour, providing a wonderful look at the
: variety of historic properties on Galveston Island. In addi-
tion to the tour itself,a wide range of events will be held-

: for a complete list of getaway opportunities, check out the
organization’s website at www.galvestonhistory.org..

by Carol Jean Hebert

WHAT’S YOUR SECTION?

Did you know that you not only live in a great neighbor-
hood, but you also reside in one of SPP’s four sections?
Your Section Rep—someone who lives in your section-
represents you on the SPP Civic Club board. These folks
distribute neighborhood flyers, choose the Yard of the
Month winners and help organize neighborhood-wide
events.

SECTION 1 - Caroline Marciano 713.680.0868
4400-4511 APOLLO, 900-1191 CHAMBOARD, 900-1187 CURTIN

SECTION 2 - Will & Krystal Kelly 713.681.5899
4602-4214 ALBA, 4703-4715 ApolLLO, 902-1106 CHANTILLY,
4802-4619 CHANTILLY CIRCLE, 4703-4719 CLIFT HAVEN,
4603-4619 DUNSMERE, 4815-4718 GOLF, 942-1174 THORNTON,
4702-4719 THORNTON CIRCLE

SECTION 3 - Stacy Bartula 713.688.6577
4723-4729 ApoLLO, 4702-4729 BRIAN HAVEN,
1002-1125 CHESHIRE, 1002-1116 MARTIN

SECTION 4 - Dave Barrett 713.683.1626

4803-4907 ApoLLO, 4803-4805 BRIAN HAVEN,

1002-1139 CANDLELIGHT, 1002-1139 RICHELIEU

If you have questions, concerns or would like to help out,
please contact these folks. They’d love to hear from you!





