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POLICE BEAT{ } by chuck blesener

DRIVING WITH WEAPONS 
- If you have a right to carry permit and you have a 
weapon in your vehicle, you are required by state law 
when stopped by a police o�cer to hand the o�cer 
your permit along with your license or ID, and tell 
them you have a weapon in the vehicle.

NEW NORTH DIVISION COURTROOM
- �e North Division police station at 9455 West 
Montgomery now has a new full time courtroom, 
Court #20. Open �ve days a week to handle misde-
meanors and municipal citations, the courtroom has 
a full time judge, clerk, and prosecutor.

 -  Our local police o�cers tell us that it was exceptionally quiet in our area this summer. �ey expect some crime to 
increase when school starts. Evidently truants are notoriously into criminal mischief, burglary and gra�ti. �ey are 
watching a couple of homes in Oak Forest closely. �ese are houses where known criminals recently released from jail 
are living. �e o�cers did arrest one young man with a lengthy criminal record near the intersection of Candlelight 
and Brinkman. He was pushing a grocery cart full of stolen tools.  
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MILES PATROLLED   892

Alarm Responses . . . . . 
Citizen Contacts . . . . . 
Dispatched Calls . . . . . 
Investigations . . . . . . . .
Minor Accidents . . . . . . 
Misc. Calls . . . . . . . . . .   
Park Checks . . . . . . . . .
Reports . . .  . . . . . . . . . . 
Suspicious person/vehicle . .    
Vacation Watch . . . . . . .      
Total Calls . . . . . . . .

TRAFFIC
VERBAL/ WRITTEN WARNINGS . .  8
CITATIONS . .9 for 13 violations       
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calls handled by 
deputy martin

NPD PROTECTS NEIGHBORHOODS
 -  �e City of Houston Neighborhood Protection Division (NPD) has been part of the Police Department since 
September 2004 and is responsible for investigating nuisance abatement, dangerous buildings, junk vehicles, unmain-
tained lots, stagnant water, illegal dumping, gra�ti abatement, and other quality of life issues. On a good day, they 
have 50 civilian inspectors and eight compliance o�cers to cover the entire city. Complaints are handled by the 311 
call system and tracked by the mayor’s o�ce. �e vast majority of complaints take over 30 days to resolve.

A�er an NPD inspector goes out to verify the violation and talks with the property owner, a compliance o�cer sends 
out an alert a�er 10 days and an inspector returns. A letter is sent out to all registered owners of property using 
HCAD records, and eventually a lien is placed on the property 
if the problem is not corrected. A hearing o�cer will issue one 
of three orders on dangerous buildings—to repair, to secure, or 
to demolish. NPD uses contractors or Harris County proba-
tioners to board up buildings, cut weeds, or paint over gra�ti. 
�e cost is billed to the owner. In some cases, cameras are 
installed by NPD or HPD Major O�enders Task Force to 
monitor activity.

A “junk” vehicle is inoperable, meaning it will not move under 
its own power, and is parked in a driveway, street or yard with 
an expired registration. �e owner usually has 30 days to repair 
the vehicle or get rid of it. Inoperable vehicles in the street 
should be reported to HPD and can be towed a�er 3 days. Any 
vehicles being restored must be kept in a garage. In a citywide 
sweep, 2160 inoperable vehicles were towed away during May 
and June of this year.

�e only animal complaints that NPD handle are for chickens. 
All other animal issues, including barking dogs, should be 
reported to Houston Bureau of Animal Regulation and Care 
(BARC) or HPD.



                      
 
 

            

www.goDOGusa.com                     
 

Home of the Go Dog Social Club 
Celebrating the canine spirit with socials, �eld 

trips and classes for you and your dogs. 
Services Include: 

      Social Club 
      Petsitting 
      Mid Day Walk Packages 
      Canine Massage 
      Puppy Kindergarten 
      Pet Taxi 
      Pet First Aid & CPR 

The dogs have fun and the people have fun. 

Ain’t Life Grand! 

Casey Brown-Farris
713-688-6363

4703 Clift Haven Dr.
Houston, Texas 77018-3219

H 713-957-8922
C 713-907-3689
howardstarr@sbcglobal.net

TAKS-SAT Algebra-PreCalculus

MR. STARR TUTORS MATH

Howard Starr

Retired Engineer & 
Certified Math Teacher

Whoʼs Who Among Americaʼs Teachers

sin 2  +  cos 2  = 1
Shepherd Park Plaza Resident

Fran Marino
Realtor

Keller Williams Realty
Metropolitan

SPP Resident since 1981
SPP Garden Club Member

713.530.5330 cell
713.589.6822 e-fax

fran@franmarino.com
www.franmarino.com

  You're  In " S ta ble H ands "  W ith F ra n
  F or A ll Your R e a l E s tate N ee ds
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Hogue Plumbing, Inc.
Owner 3rd Generation Plumber

Chuck Hogue

713-895-8733
President P.O. Box 924734

Houston, Texas 77292-4734
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SEPTEMBER Yards of the Month

Shepherd Park Plaza Civic Club
P.O. BOX 10453
HOUSTON, TX 77206
www.shepherdparkplaza.com

THE PLAZA PULSE

                                                                                    
Got E-mail?
If you provide the SPP Civic Club with your 
e-mail address, you can receive  periodic 
alerts about important news in our area.  
And if your e-mail address changes, please 
be sure to provide your updated address to 
Shepherd Park Plaza Civic Club at 
membership@shepherdparkplaza.com 
and advertising@shepherdparkplaza.com. 

In order to help the City of Houston recover as quickly as 
possible from Hurricane Ike, citizens are requested to please 
clean your yards and help your neighbors clean theirs as well.

1. Bag leaves and light yard waste and stack in bags at the curb
2. Cut up wood if possible and stack at the curb
3. Stack branches and place at the curb  (No specific requirements 
as to how the branches need to be bundled, but the neater, the better)

I would encourage you to regularly check the City of Houston 
homepage at www.houstontx.gov for more information on 
ways to help and be helped in Houston's recovery from 
Hurricane Ike. Thank you for your patience as we all work as 
hard as possible to get our city back to normal. 

Disposal of Storm Debris from Mayor
Bill White

The new citywide heavy trash program takes 
effect in October—alternating between junk 
waste and tree waste pick-ups each month. On 
October 28, SPP is scheduled for a pick-up of junk 
waste (furniture, appliances and other bulky mate-
rial). Tree waste should be held for our next pick-up 
on the 4th Tuesday of November.

Junk Waste Pick-Up


